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2. THE STATE AS A LEGAL COMMUNITY.

As the State is the foremost of property holders, so it
is the chief of legal persons. At the same time, it is that
which gives to all other persons their legal rights. It thus
represents, to itself and to individuals, the system of objective
law. Wherever the State owns property or undertakes an
enterprise it subjects itself to the system which it has
itself founded. It concludes contracts, performs under-
takings, and files claims; and wherever opposing claims
develop in the course of its relationship with other persons,
it enters into legal contests with individuals and submits
itself to the decision of its own appointed courts. Thus
in what it does and undeigoes it realises to the highest
extent the principle of justice: it voluntarily subjects itself
to the judgment of its own organs. Justice of this sort,
whose ruling motive is to seek the right for its own sake
and not for personal interest, can be manifested only by a
collective entity like the State. The individual may thus i
find in the State an ideal example of the spirit in which
rights should be contested.

It is only by the exercise of justice without regard to
persons, or even to i?s own advantage, that the State can
undertake at once to decide legal contests between its
members and to establish the norms according to which
such contests ought to be settled. This fact is especially
important as adding moral force to the reason for giving
the State jurisdiction even in cases that do not involve
injury to individuals, but rather a serious breach of the
moral law in general We have already seen how the
right of punishment has been gradually taken out of the
hands of the party injured, though it is still regarded as
involving a private grievance.1 The idea that it is the State

1 Cf. Part I., chap, iii., pp. 269 ff.